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Abstract:

High-impedance faults (HIFs) in electric power distribution networks are characterized by low fault
current levels, making them undetectable by the overcurrent relays commonly used in these networks.
Consequently, distinguishing HIFs from other network phenomena, such as switching events of linear
and nonlinear loads, capacitor bank switching, distributed generation switching, induction motor
loads, and inrush currents from transformer energization, is highly challenging. This paper provides a
comprehensive review of published studies on HIF detection from 2020 to 2024. The review includes
methods used for fault detection, types of disturbances considered in the network, network types
analyzed, as well as the accuracy and detection time of faults. Tables illustrate the software tools most
frequently employed in this field and identify the predominant disturbances studied in recent years.
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Figure (1): Laboratory Sample of High Impedance Fault [4]
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Figure (2): Examples of High Impedance Fault on Concrete and Grass Surface [13, 14]
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Table 1: HIF Current Magnitude Due to Contact with Different Ground Surfaces [22]
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Figure (3): Current Waveform Caused by HIF [25]
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Figure (4): Use of Mechanical Hook for High Impedance Fault Clearance [37]
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Figure (5): Grounded Network beneath the Main Network [38]
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